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ompanies are retooling 

to produce medical 
equipment for overloaded 
hospitals and fight the spread 
of the new coronavirus. Al 


+ The U.S. is considering in- 

tervening in the Saudi-Russian 
oil-price war, and Texas regu- 
lators are weighing whether 

to curtail crude output. Al 

+ U.S. oil prices rebounded 
from their lowest level in 18 
years with the largest one-day 
percentage rise on record. B11 


Stocks in the U.S. rose af- 
ter central banks moved to try 
to buffer the global economy 
from coronavirus fallout. B1 
@ The Fed is likely to signif- 
icantly boost its government- 
bond purchases beyond the 
$500 billion minimum it 
has committed to buy. A2 
+ The BOE cut its benchmark 
rate to a record low and said 
it would buy $232 billion of 
U.K. government bonds. A9 


+ The number of Americans 
applying for first-time un- 
employment benefits rose 
sharply last week. A2 

@ The administration asked 
states to not release jobless- 
claims figures ahead of the 
weekly national report. A2 


+ The engineer charged 
with trade-secret theft from 
Google’s self-driving car proj- 
ect reached a plea deal. B1 


+ Boeing is considering 
cutting its dividend and pos- 
sibly laying off workers. B1 
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+ California ordered its 40 
million residents to stay at 
home except for essential 
activities beginning Thurs- 
day night, the largest such 
lockdown in the U.S., as the 
nation’s confirmed corona- 
virus cases soared to more 
than 14,000. The death toll 
in Italy surpassed that of 
China, where the outbreak 
originated. A1, A4, A6-A10 
+ McConnell introduced a 
coronavirus response pack- 
age, proposing direct cash 
payments to many Americans 
as part of a larger plan aimed 
at helping businesses and 
health-care professionals. A7 
+ As cases of Covid-19 ex- 
plode across the U.S., state 
and local governments are 
taking on the task of testing 
for the coronavirus and be- 
ing quickly overwhelmed. A1 


@ The acting chief of the Na- 
tional Counterterrorism Cen- 
ter and his deputy were fired, 
the latest in recent personnel 
changes that have alarmed 

current and former officials. A3 


+¢ Trump’s re-election cam- 
paign is shifting strategy 
amid the coronavirus crisis 
as the economy falters, un- 
dermining what was the 
president’s greatest asset. A3 


+ Iran released U.S. Navy 
veteran Michael White 
from prison on a medical 
furlough to the Swiss Em- 
bassy on condition that he 
remain in the country. A11 


NOTICE TO READERS 
The Wall Street Journal’s 
printing plants and delivery 
services are taking extra pre- 
cautions in light of the coro- 
navirus, frequently cleaning 
equipment and facilities, us- 
ing split shifts to cut the 
number of employees on 
duty and reducing the need 
for human contact with the 
newspaper before it is 
delivered. A digital version 
of the day’s print edition 
can also be viewed at 
https://www.wsj.com/itp. 
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Governors around U.S. 
express concern for 
health systems as 
virus cases hit 14,000 


California ordered its 40 
million residents to stay at 
home except for essential activ- 
ities beginning Thursday night 
in the largest such lockdown in 
the U.S., as the nation’s total 
coronavirus cases soared to 
more than 14,000. 

In a letter to President 


By Jennifer Calfas 
in New York, 
Margherita Stancati 
in Rome 
and Chuin-Wei Yap 
in Hong Kong 


Trump, California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom said he estimated 
that 56% of the state’s popula- 
tion, or 25.5 million people, 
would be infected over an 
eight-week period. 

Mr. Newsom sent the let- 
ter—asking that a naval hospi- 
tal ship be deployed to Los An- 
geles to increase health-care 
capacity—before the lockdown 
order. In calling for people to 
stay home, Mr. Newsom asked 
the state’s residents to “bend 
the curve together.” Nearly half 
of residents in America’s most 
populous state had already 
been given stay-at-home orders 
from cities and counties, in- 
cluding Los Angeles and the 
San Francisco Bay Area. 

As the center of the virus 
continues to shift to the West, 
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A patient v was s taken into United Memorial Medical Center in Houston on n Thursday after undergoing drive-through | virus testing. 


the death toll in Italy sur- 
passed that of China, where 
the outbreak originated in De- 
cember. Fatalities in Italy 
reached 3,405 Thursday, com- 
pared with 3,251 in mainland 
China, according to data from 
Johns Hopkins University. 


China reported no new domes- 
tic coronavirus infections for 
the first time since the out- 
break surfaced. 

In the U.S., confirmed cases 
jumped to 14,250. Officials 
warned the number would con- 
tinue to rise as more people 


are tested, and they advised 
Americans to prepare for pro- 
longed uncertainty. At least 
200 Americans have died as a 
result of the illness. 

More than half of the U.S. 
cases come from three states: 
New York, Washington and 


California, according to Johns 
Hopkins data. The number of 
infections in New York nearly 
doubled to 4,152 Thursday as 
the state conducted 8,000 
tests overnight, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said. 

Please turn to page A6 


Companies Retool to Battle Disease 


Companies across the West, 
from a Kentucky distillery to a 
French bluejeans maker, are re- 
tooling to produce medical 
equipment for overloaded hos- 
pitals and slow the spread of 
the new coronavirus. 

Christian Dior perfumes has 
started making hand sanitizer. 
A car-parts company is pro- 
ducing hygienic masks. Luxury 
hotels are becoming makeshift 
quarantine shelters. An earth- 
moving-equipment maker and 
other manufacturers are ex- 


By Matthew Dalton in 
Paris, Ruth Bender 
in Berlin and Jason 
Douglas in London 


amining whether they can help 
make ventilators, the key life- 
support machines for people 
with pneumonia caused by the 
virus. 

As the pandemic grips the 
West, resulting in more infec- 
tions and deaths than in 
China, where the outbreak be- 


gan, global demand for a 
range of goods and services 
has faltered—from handbags 
and tourism to cars. That has 
freed capacity for industries to 
produce medical equipment in 
short supply. 

World leaders have framed 
the crisis as a wartime strug- 
gle, and the nascent industrial 
shifts hark back to the start of 
World War II, when nations on 
a much larger scale repur- 
posed factories to make weap- 
ons and supplies. 


“We are at war,” said 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron in a Monday speech. 
“The enemy is invisible, elu- 
sive and it’s advancing. We 
must mobilize.” 

President Trump in a 
Wednesday press briefing said 
the White House would be in- 
voking the Defense Production 
Act to fight the coronavirus, 
“just in case we need it.” That 
Korean War-era act gives the 
president powers to require 

Please turn to page A8 


There Is Food—but It Needs Redirecting 


Suppliers juggle jobs and routes to meet radical new patterns of demand 


By JACOB BUNGE 
AND JESSE NEWMAN 


You wouldn’t know it 
from the bare grocery store 
shelves across the country, 
but America has plenty of 
food. The challenge is get- 
ting it from the farm to 
your table. 

Companies that supply 
meat, vegetables and other 
staples are struggling to re- 
direct the nation’s sprawling 
food supply chain to meet a 
surge in demand caused by 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Restaurant closures and 
shoppers’ rush to stock their 
pantries are forcing the agri- 
culture industry to boost 
production, hire new em- 
ployees and set up “war 
rooms” to keep grocery 
stores stocked. 

“It is in fact unprece- 
dented, the type of growth 
we’ve seen,” said Noel 
White, chief executive of Ty- 
son Foods Inc., describing 
the demand from supermar- 


A shopper reached for one of the last packages of meat at 
Costco in Redwood City, Calif., on March 13. 


kets needing to refill shelves. 

Still, he said, “the food 
supply is sufficient.” 

To meet demand, process- 
ing plants are churning out 
more supermarket-ready 
packs of chicken breasts, pork 
chops and salad greens while 
companies build volunteer 
teams to deploy across facili- 


ties if workers fall ill. 

Companies’ plans include 
cross-training employees to 
do various tasks; monitoring 
possible disruptions to the 
H-2A visa program used to 
import agricultural workers; 
and talking with hospitals 
and churches about setting 
up child-care options for 


You Can Still Golf, Just Rake Bunkers With Your Feet 


* * 


New safety rules keep courses open, but make traditionalists cringe 


By ANDREW BEATON 


This week, the members at 
Pinehurst Resort and Country 
Club received a disturbing 
email: It told them to break 
some of golf’s most sacred tra- 
ditions. 

At this prestigious venue in 
Pinehurst, N.C., that has 
hosted the U.S. Open, the PGA 
Championship and the Ryder 
Cup, members received a set 
of instructions that amounted 


to 18 holes of heresy. Players 
were told to stop shaking 
hands at the end of rounds. 
They were asked to play with- 
out removing the flagsticks. 
And, in the most blasphemous 
act, they were instructed to 
rake the bunkers with their 
feet. 

These are the safety mea- 
sures golf courses around the 
world are taking to adjust to 
their peculiar place in the cor- 
onavirus landscape. “It’s one 


of the last things you can do 
in wide open spaces and enjoy 
nature,” said Tom Pashley, the 

president of Pinehurst. 
People in the U.S. and 
around the world are increas- 
ingly pinned indoors because 
of the novel coronavirus, mak- 
ing socially acceptable forms 
of exercise and outdoor activ- 
ity harder and harder to come 
by. Gyms have been closed. So 
have recreational sports 
Please turn to page A2 
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workers if schools close. 

Arkansas-based Tyson, the 
biggest U.S. meat supplier by 
sales, had employees work- 
ing through the weekend to 
ship chicken, beef and other 
products to grocery stores, 
Mr. White said. Tyson 
switched some of its pro- 
cessing lines to make more 
shrink-wrapped meat and 
other store-ready products, 
while scaling back meat pro- 
duction for restaurants. 

Sanderson Farms Inc., a 
Mississippi-based poultry 
company, said it ran extra 
shifts last weekend in its five 
plants that produce meat for 
supermarkets and will add 
more this weekend. 

In coming weeks, Sander- 
son could convert two plants 
handling mainly restaurant 
chicken to produce for gro- 
cery stores. That would in- 
volve cutting larger car- 
casses typically bound for 
restaurants and cafeterias 
into smaller pieces, and 

Please turn to page A7 
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CORONAVIRUS 
PANDEMIC 


At many schools, online 
work won’t count, A3 


Death toll in Italy 
exceeds 3,000, A6 


Beijing now praises doctor 
who gave warning, A10 


Volunteers step up for 
infection to aid search for 
vaccine, A10 


Threat of virus rocks luxury 
real-estate industry, M1 


U.S. Mulls 
Saudi Oil 

Fight, Cut 
In Output 


By TImoTHy Puko 
AND REBECCA ELLIOTT 


The Trump administration is 
considering intervening in the 
Saudi-Russian oil-price war, and 
Texas regulators are weighing 
whether to curtail crude pro- 
duction for the first time in de- 
cades, as U.S. producers suffer 
from a historic crash in prices. 

Administration officials are 
exploring a diplomatic push to 
get the Saudis to cut oil pro- 
duction and threats of sanc- 
tions on Russia aimed at stabi- 
lizing prices, after U.S. oil 
companies pressed them to in- 
tercede, people familiar with 
the matter said. 

Meanwhile, the Texas Rail- 
road Commission, which regu- 
lates the oil industry in the 
state, is examining potential 
limits on production there af- 
ter several oil executives 
reached out to members re- 
questing relief, people familiar 
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Testing 

Is Hampered 
By Chaos, 
Shortages 


Feeling sick a week ago, Ra- 
chael Willingham went to the 
doctor, who gave her an order 
for the new coronavirus test 
and sent her to a mobile clinic 
the Colorado health depart- 
ment had set up. 


By Dan Frosch 
in Santa Fe, N.M., 
Ian Lovett in Seattle 
and Deanna Paul 
in New York 


When she arrived at 9:45 
a.m. that day, a half-dozen po- 
lice officers were blocking the 
entrance. She returned that af- 
ternoon, but was told testing 
was over for the day. 

Ms. Willingham called a 
number for the state health de- 
partment and was told to come 
back the next day at noon. She 
did, only to find testing had 
been moved to the Denver Coli- 
seum. When she got to the sta- 
dium, she waited in a line of 
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